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ting a Sermon drawn up in ſo much diſtraction and _-- W 
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Jn 9. 9 That which ] offer, if the reader will 
Phat the miſrepreſentations made of un. 
2 our deſign, calld for the immediate publication 
of ſomething of this nature; and the hurry*would . 
not have been the leſs, if I had laid afi de the Sermon, 
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and pleaſure; of God, I 
ſhould rather have choſ 
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= corner of the whole. 
— land, where I might haye 
peace phy concord. than to have my lot, 48,1. 
have this day, in a famous city, which is be- 
come the ſcene of ſo much trite and contention. 
This is the more grievous to me, becauſe it 
threatens viſibly that it will not reſt bete, bur 
will ſpread to the wideſt diſtance. 
Divisions J have always lamcnod/ an” 
dreaded. And had it been in. my power to have 
hinder'd it, I can truly ſay, there ſhould not 
have been this day any ſad occaſion for the n me- 
lancholy ſubje& I have choſen. But nothing, 
comes 80 paſs Withous the providence « of God: 
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and, h OW. - Is ut his deligns 1 in the ben 
. wer; e When we 4 ant help! 
ming the occaſion, we ſhould yet, i n the \ "way 
. our duty, truſt him with the Alas, and ſay 
in the mean While, Good is the will of the 
Lord. » Fug e ao e ee 
—Drvisiox is the thing we now . 


lament, and qixiſion 11 bo 


1 St. Paul e es 
| "ome: Ir Chriſt divided 5 Je 
Te you lagk back to he 


life you "will fine , "that © with : 
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46 and there Hind Keen an ing. Yo gon; kur uz that 
4 the 15 Naa He ſtiles them . 
din the next bete lie thus beſpeaks them all, 
ny bretbien,” elteeming chem on all ſides as his 

bret! Iren, g . Rite they could not cafily eſteem one 

another as Gich': 4 Þ nd by this he puts! Then in 

mind f that love SN ee and Unity, there 
0 ght to be amoi them, who food in fuch a 

6 Diet * to one another. He beſerches them in 


the ani of the Lord Je, whoſe | diſeiptes they 
JON Din 71 » 
Were, nd. into hbſe name they were baptiz d, 
ee to divert them from glorying, "as they 
did, in the names of men, and to fix their regard 
to chat * worthy nanie Aa dead they were called.” 
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the docttinè which he had himfſelf:zeceiv'd ofithe * 


Lord; and taught them ig for he did not expect 1 
deen e en eee, 


their agreement in ee eee 


reaſon of his ſo particularly urging them, vizathe 


account he had receiv d of the ſtriſe that Was ri. 8 


Judgment. 510 £1 VO! 07 10 Seen ee var Wn 
I x the next verſe he 'acqudorthert with the 


ſen among them. Fu, ſais ihe, t hath been da- 


elared unto me, my; brethren, by them that are df the 


bunſe f Chloe, that there are cntentions among 


you: He then dedlares the naturt of':thoſewonrens = 


n were among them, . 12. Num 2 
T:fay,. that every one of y ſaith, I am of Pau 
and 7 of Apollos, and Ie Cephas, and 7 of Chriſt, 
Sec. I can hardly think he means, that the O 
rinthians were rea ly divided about himſelf, a 
and Cephas, and that they ſet them up as the 


| rather ſtudi ouſiy to avoid naming the partiou 
lar teachers of the church of Corinth, about Whom 
they were divided, and to put theſe names in 
the ſtead of them, that he might give as little 
offence, as pol 
. account of their diviſions, chap, iv. G. And tbeſe 


things, brethren, I have in a figure transfered to : 


my ſelf aud Apollos, for your ſakes, that ye might 
leurn in us not to think men, above that which is. 

uuritten of them, that no one of jou be puffed up "4 
| one;againſt another. J. Po «. Your behaviour would 
"* © be unreaſotiable, if you Were really divided a- 
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ert whom yowſet un as heaily of your ſeveräl 
* parties, berwhac they will; yet they ure but 
* nn, and ydu. are not do maghify: chem as the? 
K they were more, or to glory in one ang 
*: preciaringy Fol Any en ch n 


St. Pant Ming [ſpecified the, nature nnd dt 
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. ad cexpoſtilate With them: 1 bre aividedy 
Where you ſee he would oominοe them of he 
2 their diviſions; by the idterpretition which 
i was intund om men to mabe of them. Nis 
N aner out of any thing, 
oben you ein Aale dend ſbethar it maſt cariy 
an air of abſurdity along with it; for men dent 
ue 0 be fond ol chat, which chey fee will - 
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diviſions - among chriſtians, by repreſenting 2 „ 
3 you :whar-they ſeem to inp, e 
dent, wis. chat Chriſt br d ͤ; "02 501! 23019 
„ REA is one thing I Would here 


hoe diſeeurſe, -and that-i That äs Fr; Pau 
charges this conſequence upon the diviſtens 
which were among the Cc 
0 nfequence muſt with u cles 


chargable _ ſuch diviſions as riſe muth high» 


5 i cextair y in their own. „ 
| nabe Wan d Tog: will perceive the res || 
ſonableneſs of my aſſertiop, when 1 ſhall have. £6 
ſet before you the caſe os the Corinthians, bind. _ - 
that icht I Would compare With it. The d op 
font among the Corinthians lay only in their ani- 
mother, without breaking 
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moſities one againſt ans 


_ the communion of the church. They had net 


in the worlhip of God. However they wers 
oe up for one teacher again arjother;'- and 


dame place. This appears by what St. Faul ſais 
fore ind Oh ö 
ou But Gen che animolirits riſe 


With us k 2 | 


riuthians, fo tlie fame 
2 evidence be 
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941 Cv xi. how Whew je come rogerber tÿlre⸗ 2 
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g chem then, as Well as aftets . 
wht aides the ſecond Epiſtle was writen to 
them, debates, envyingt, wraths, ſtriſes, backbitingsz ö 
_ whiſperings; \\fwelings, "and. tumulis, 2 Cor. xil. 201 
they yet join d together, worſhiping God in the 
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the e proceed. 8 farther, and chri i- . 
ans ca. | 
ſhip of God; when- upon their differing,” ſenti- 
ments they come to be form'd into ſeparate bo- 
dies and ſocieties; this muſt be chargable with 
all the ſame conſequences that the other is. ,, Nay, 
as the paſſions of men in this caſe muſt be more | 


nnot bear with one another in the wor- 


violent and extravagant, on one ſide at leſt, if 


5 not on both; this muſt be chargable with all 


s with a conſiderable aggrava- 

tion. Theſe diviſi ions are much worſe than the 
jk and therefore. the ſtronger and more con- 
vincing is the evidence chriſtians FMS be 1 | 
bauen with, 1 Cone divided >. 7c 


FP KEE 


en : Of eee Sold Tas — 
*  ſo,: there would be no great difference as to the 


ſenſe : for then the apoſtle muſt. be underſtood 
to urge them with the invidious conſequence of 
their diviſions; and the ſame muſt be his deſign, 


if the words are read as an expoſtulatory interro- 


gation. I ſhall take them as they lie in our 


on tranſlation; and the rather, becauſe the reſt 


of the verſe being continued in the ſame form, 


makes this account of the words appear to be 
the moſt. natural and eaſy. - I Chrift divided? 


as Paul crucified ” Ju = r, were 50 1 


| in + the name of Paul. 


-F SHALL take notice XN various eee 0 
which. this queſtion may be underſtood to geber. 


Whether the nes bed once one, or all-of them 
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3 in hibekaghes%ts Het the doing ny 
ching Which may be fairly interpreted to 1 - 


that Chriſt uu div ara reite a very g 


evil. 0326 bi iD: en Pn 200 1 


day be underſtood to re 
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1. Frs Gele x 
late to the religion Which Chyift has inſtitured/and 
pointed: Pis no harſh *meronymy, to interpret 


7 rift ſometimes to- ſignify chat religion of Which: 
he is the author. I ſhall mention one Place, | 


| which: ſcems to be very pertinent, 2. Cor. 1. 18. 
19. Where the apoſtle's deſign i is to ſhew that 
the religion. of the bleſſed Jeſus, which he taught, 


was not an uncertain and variable thing; and 
thus he expreſſes himſelf: A, God is true, our. 


8 word Ci. e. the doctrine WM preached} dap uot > 
was not yea and nuy. Nr the Son of God, Jeſus 


Chriſt, who' was preached among y0u by ut, eren by x 
me, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, was not en 
and nay, but in him was yea; + Where the Son f 


God, Jeſus Chriſt, is ſaid to be what the doctrine! 


concerning him was. Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame. 


yeſterday, to day, and r. euer; and his doctrine is 
invariably the ſame: whence the author of the 


Eniſtle: to che Hebrews; chap xiii. 8 ,*9. urges them 


by that conſideration, not to (he: carried ale . 


7 divers and range doctrine.. 67 Ae 
-Cnr it's T taught the mall 58 and geleert | 


inſtitution, and he taught but one. | This he 
fully ſettled, and in this all his diſciples and 
followers are to agree. This religion is only to 
be learnt from his word; gor can we With aſſu- 
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. themſelves, his. A and . ds. 2] 

| contend and quarrel, divide and ſeparate, upon, 
a.xeligious;account z. this. loks in t 6 

World, as tho he had not Sr; 

in common fox all. but. there was are  infiuron 


ſor one party, and; ;avpthe 
how commonly is this ſo taken among ourſelves? 
How common i; fon men to reckon OY | 
ditter from them" in modes and; forms, and little 
„as men of a, different religion * 
1 & net * nat. ndut o, chriſians be manifeſtly, 
injurjous to their ibleſſed Lord, Which gives. 
great! ocenſion to, the world to males ſuch reflec- 
tions? Muſt it not be; injurious to his wiſdom ?, 
| What-mwſl the world think; but that either he 
Aid not know What he dgſign d to appoint, or ho- 
to expreſs it? Why elſe ſhould his followers 
ſeem to be of different religions, when he a 
feſs d his deſign of appointing. only one? 
2. Dwbs: queſtion may be underſtood to re- 
ſer to the different and oppoſite intereſts, which 
they might ſeem to purſue. When men quar-. 
. and oppoſe one another, they muſt bel! 
thought to have oppoſite intereſts in view, and 
to be driving on different deſigns; or elſe to be 
very weak, in not diſcerning the unreaſonableneſs 
ol their being diſpleaſed with one another, when 
they have all one and the ſame deſign at heart. 
„ And: when. chriſtians e and — does 


not 
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er for another.” Alas? 
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not OR FIRE n 4 the 
arne Bang gf And ſince they All profeſs to act | 
rection of Chriſt, and te be purſus 

ing the intereſt. he has reecdmmendet to themiz 
do's: not this leok:a8:tho*-Chrifk were -diveded, and! 
| that he had as many diftin&t'initereſts,to- be pur 


ſiiedj as chers were parties among chriſtians & 


But how undccoumtable muſbit be. for man 
_ who profeſs: che ſame religion (as all do that 
pi eſs themſelves of the chriſtiam religion, Which 
is but one) and wo profeſs to walk by the 


ſame rule; How imaccoumtable, I ſay, muſt it 


be bor them 10 be purſuingarny oppoftte intereſts. 
Lo ll . gran :deflgiviine which all: 


ians certainly — ſhould, one 


would think, ſol far influence them at leſt; Ast 


to make them bear with one another's differing) 7 


Hs inferior matters. And it 
looks too much» as tho they were not agreed in 
their grand deſign, When they treat one another: 


With outragidus kgured and fury 
DTComs fpRNthe church of Chi his king-- 
dom; what & fad\and'melanch 
on it dotheſ&\divifions carry im them; as tho t 


reflection up- 


were not well order d? Our Saviour has told 8 
that every Fingdom divided againſt 22 is brought 


to deſolation ; und every city, or houſe droided againſt © 
itſelf ſhall not ſtand; Matth. xii. 25. And'is this 
both diſhonourable, and pernieious to any king- 


dom; and muſt it not = ſo to- the church of 


8 "Ow" and Will 


1 


ir nor be too natural and 8 


* 


* 


oppoſite intereſts, pu eee een e and de-/ 
vour one another? Sf eee e 
301 Aura a may her underſtbod - 
late to the church of : Chriſt conſider d as his body. 1 

Aud ſo when the a apoſile: ass: # Gbriſt divided? 


* 


| AY. i 
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= for men to carry their re ions farther,” 
making them full upon Chriſi, the Hides" of 
this kingdom? If we are his ſubjects, and à no- 
tion is to be form'd of his kingdom from us 
how diſagreeable an one muſt men entertain of 
bim? For whar muſt they think of him, if they 
it to have been his deſign to ſet up ſuch 
ee wherein his ſubjects ſhould / purſue 


it will be as tho he had ſaid . Has Chriſt then 


more bodies than one? Has he chang'd his firſt 


reſolution of having only one body? The name 


Chriſt is ſometimes put to ſignify Clift and his 
church together, as making one body? | 


*hus; 7x : 
r. Xii. 12. bras the body is one; aud hath ma-. 


ny members, and all the members if that one body, 
ban many, are eng dh 3. ſo-alſs in Chriſt. Gal./ 


iii. 16. Now ro Abraham and hit, feed were tie 


promi ſes bg ir He | ſaith, not, And to ' ſeeds, at of 
many gelen Aud 10 thy ſeed, whichs i 
Chriſt. 8 1110 ne * 5 SY 15 2¹⁰ Ha; 


{*T18: evident © our Saviour earneſtly defir'd a ö 


recommended the cloſeſt union among his diſei- 


This we may learn from many of his diſ- 


canis and. from his prayer before he left the 


world, John xvii. T was his will that his Bod) 


6 n * one, — as he e d char one ſpirit 3 


* | 


* Ade 3 R n R * 
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ſhould animate all the members of eit. There u 

one body, and one ſpirit, even at Je are called in 
one hope of * your calling, Eph. iv. 4. Now when 
chriſtians are divided, and eſpecially when they 
ſeparate from one another, and diſclaim each 
other's communion ; how do's: this look as tho 
they were not one e body >. Tis true this is not 
really the caſe: chriſtians, while they diſagree 
and ſeparate, 1 yet all belong to the one body 
of Oriſt: but ſtill this is what ſuch diviſions 
| ſeem to declare. And ſhould it not be very 
diſagreeable to them, to do apy ching that max 
bring ene 8) eee 0m the RY 0 

a 8527 ; | 
Lov is s one 0 had, N wi of 
Chriſt ſhould be clcſely. united and - join'd to- 
gether ; but when this is diſſolb d, and ii ſtead 
of love there is variance and hatred, ſtrife and 
contention, and even a ſhuning one another; how 
unlike do we appear to the character we ſhould 
bear as chriſtians? and how little do we reſem- 
** the diſciples of Chriſt, whom he would have 
all men know, by their having love one to another? 
John. xili. 35. Certainly there muſt ſomewhere 
be a very great fault, when chriſtians do ſo much 
as ſeem to be form d into oppoſite bodies; ſince 
Chriſt intended that all his tollowers ſhould be 1 

ſtrictly and cloſely united into one body. 

4. Wx may ſuppoſe this queſtion to end to) 
Chriſt. as the head of the church; and ſo diviſions 
u n chem a eee cho Chriſt were di- 
GT vided, 


E 
7 f 
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baye mention d. be ſuppoſed. to have. been chiefly 


E 


0 n ik W . eee 5 
more heads of the church; chan one... This per- 


haps,may, with as much reaſou as any ching. J 


aim d at by St. Paul in theſe words: Chriſt is 


the only ſaviour and hend of the church: he hs 
in all things dhe prebaninence, as it has plenſed the = 
I 
18, 19. Oue gs vur maſter, even Chriſt, Marth. 
xxiii. 10. To him, and to him only, are we 
bound to adhere. But former t divide rom 
thoſe Who are the diſciples of this our co on 
Lord, to ſet up others as the heads of hidic be =] 
ral parties, to profeſs a ſtrict adherence to them 


Faulen what in him, ſoul. all fullueſt duell, Col. 


to d m up with their dictates, rules, and direłti- 


ons, without examining whether there is good 
Are of tlie ir being agreeable to the mind of 
Obriſt, is really no better than the making {6 ma- ; 
8 ny Chriſts of them. For he that pays that regar 
to any man, or body of men, Which is due to 
_ Chriſt only, in effect males a Chriſt of that man, or 
body of men. And if you do but allow men to bo 
the authoritative interpreters of that declaration, 
which Chriſt has left us of his will, ſo as that their 0 
deciſions and determinations ſhatl bind your con- 
ſciences, and you ſhall be obliged to ſubſcribe or 
agree with them, this is ſtill the ſame ching Nor 
tis very eaſy. for an authoritative Interpreter to 
oonfound and make what he will of the e as 


we ſee the papiſts do at this day, v 


ly men rhat — CR e con- 


| ST * 35 EY 4 c i | ſiſtent 


is 8 1 
N ; 
din 
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5 Gone; wich themſelves im it, as they pretend to an 
3 Without which an authoritatixe in- 
terp eter 19 4. Nez t abſurdity. ... : 8920125 2 4 123 = Wy 

Now as:chriſtians : are fabje8.to Chri if, as their 
on y waſter,./teacher,: and, lord; ho contrary 
| muſt they: act ton their obligations to him, When 

they ſet up, others in his ſtead, and transform 
to. themſelves his miniſters and ſervants into ſo 
many infallible. reachers g and decken faith, 
| that is, into {6; many Clviſisꝰ nn one 

HAN tis not — a underſignd the 

apoſtle in this ſenſe, may appear by. What follows 

immediately in this verſe : Ir Chriſt divided Was 

Paul crucified for you ? or, uere ye baptix d in the 

name of Paul? 4. d. How abſurd would it 

2 be for you to ſet me ups; as the head of a party 

among you? Am I become your ſaviour, or 

« your maſter? What have I done, that ever my 

e name ſhould be chouglit vorthy to be mention d 

1 a way 2 Was I ever crucified for you, as 

4 Chriſt was? Were you not baptix d i into 4 

cc name of Ch. 4% and ſo made the diſciples of 
| 90 .Chrift, che great infallible teacher of his church? 

8 What reaſon can there be, Why you ſhould. de- 

« ; Nominate. yourſelves from . Were you 

« .ever | baptiz'd into my name, as tho you 

were my diſciples, bound: to receive any thing 

« merely as deliver d by me, without ſome. evi- 

e dence. of my having receiv d it firſt of the 

Lord? Can vo imagine, that I will bear to 


6 * and. in comp 
RE >, F Py a =" would 


tition Vieh. him, as J muſt, if 11 f 
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= whit et up an authority of my own, wit” 
<'become the head of a faction among you? 
_ *F1s derogatory, my brethren,” to the kopour 


of our" great Lord, for you to make any men up- 


off earth the lords of your faith, or the rule of your 
obedience: Czriſt alone are you to hear, and his 
voice only are y u to obey : but if you have an 


| Spier dag l any man, or pay a blind obedi- 


ener to him, glerying in your being his followers, 


without uſing your own underſtadings i in ſearch-⸗ 


ing after his will, you do in effect ſet up another 
Chriſt,” and declare that Chrift is divided.” I have 


no done with the firſt 5 ag _ 4 


, G 
of. 0 


1 tie, 8 _ RIO IE 
It Blige; Tt. | 
* PT 0 a before yOu che: os of; eien 


with reſpect to diviſions, when 26 * 990 an 
| ag nut ariſe in the church. 


Ax the advice I ſhall offer you in chi 5 is, 
What Ican with pleaſure recommend; for Iknow a 


very) great ſatisfaction muſt attend the following it · 


I. BEWARE of placing religion where Chrift 
himſelf has not placed any. There is nothing 
more deſtructive. of the peace of the church than 


the neglecting this.” When, without clear evi- 


dence from the holy ſcriptures, men will ſuppoſe a 
to be abſolutely neceſſary; they will be very 


3 3 4 


apf to think, and ſpeak hardly, of thoſe who wil 
not, as ſlightly and careleſly as themſelves, take 


: matters upon truſt, but inſiſt upon clear proof. 


Ad if if x mens zeal is e kindled, the ne 


and defectiv e — ghny = 

; N only to inrage and inflame- them. We 

W 1 | Vue: always to read tae ſeriptures with an unbi⸗ 

by _as'd mind, With a deſign of being inſtructed and | 

taught by them, and with a reſolution never o 

uu any greater ſtreſs upon matters than we find 
they plainly do. And what peace and quiet 
might the churcl _ Want ino, * ſuch a. "w | 

1 PE prevail! 1 | 5 


2. Ix difficult ad e points, | Noh too | 
| eager to impoſe and obtrude upon others your own 
perſuaſion; but be as ready to bear with others in 
their differing from you, as you would have : them 
to be to bear with. you in your differing from 
them, There are ſome things which are in them- 
ſelves abſtruſe and difficult; and there are others 
which, tho' they are not ſo in themſelves, have 
been made fo by the ſubtilty of artful men; and 
5 tis hardly to be expected, that chriſtians ſhould 
be perfectly agreed about either of theſe. We 
find there was not a perfect agreement in the ſen- 
timents of chriſtians, in the days of tlie apoſtles. 
There were ſome then, who would of their own 
heads deviſe: fundamentals. Except ye be ciraumas d, 
ſaid they, after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be 
ſaved, Acts xv. 1. Nor can it be any juſt matter 
of wonder, if their be a diverſity of ſentiments, 
now the infallible inſpiration of the Spirit is ceaſ- 
ed. Certainly the advice which the apoſtles gave 
then cannot be unſuſtable for chriſtians now. 


1 2 ſhould i it * be now as ! as then, oe 
278 C3 „ them 
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"them with al lowlineſs wid ales with 5 g "Y 


5 | fering to ferbear one anther in love; and ſo to endea-- 


Vour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond. of 
| Feace? Eph. 1. . Why is not that rule good 
now:  Haſt thou Faith Have it to thy ſelf before 
God Rom. xiv. 21. Why may not every man, 

in diſputable matters, be ſuffer d to injoy his 
on perſuaſion,” without moleſtation and diſ—- 

turbance ? Thou art perſuaded the truth lies i 
on one ſide, and thy perſuaſion follows upom the 
beſt uſe thou art able to make of thy under 5 
ſtanding: reſt then cofitented, and be not grie- 
ed at thy fellow chriſtian, who tho he has taken 

the lame courſe, happens to be of a contrary 

perſuaſion, and verily thinks the truth lies on 
the other ſide. Where Chriſt has laid a ſtreſs, 
we may ſafely too; nor need we ſcruple earneſtly 
to inſiſt upon the belief of any doctrine, or the 
performance of any duty, which the ſcripture 
"has made neceſſary. But in other chings, and 
| ef pecially thoſe we want clear conceptions of 

. modeſty and caution will beſt become 

We are men, and therefore liable to miſ- 
rt as well as others: our confidence of our be- 

| ing able to anſwer all the objections that can be 
| urged againſt our opinion, may be really owing - 
to our own ignorance, and our _ d 
| ed with the one half of them. | 

" Nornins is more offenſive, and contrary to 0 
the rules of converſation, than for perſons to 


borce others to hear wy diſcourſe as is diſ- 
„„ 15 raſteful 


* 


| miſtaken, it they imagine that is not a more 
likely way to beget and ſtrengthen prejudices. 47 


— 
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. raſleful and diſagreeable, nor is the doing ſo like- 


ly to anſwer a good. end; for men men ; 


gainſt them, than to e regard, or. Wok, * ; 
convidtion. AFVON + | 
Turk are two things, 4 5 I think ch. 


5007 all parties cannot be too much caution d 


againſt: the one is, the contenting themſelves 
with the bare outward form of religion, with- 


15 out the life and power of it; and the other is, 


what I have been ſpeaking of, an impoſing ng per 
ſecuting ſpirit. The former of theſe will not be 
more deſti 
latter will be of the peace of the church, 
the quiet of the world. And this we have rea- 
ſon to guard againſt, becauſe there is in men 
generally, at leaſt, if not univerſally, a ſtrong 
inclination to it. I have thought and ſpoke 
very hardly of mens tyrannically invading the juſt | 
rights and liberties of their neighbours; and 
J am ſtill of the ſame mind as to the thing it- 
2 ſelf, that nothing deſerves a ſeverer cenſure. 
But yet I muſt ſay, that I ſee. humane nature 
works ſo ſtrongly: this way, and I perceive ſo 
much of the ſame ſpirit in thoſe, whom. I cay- 
not but reſpect and value as very excellent and 


ctive of a mans on ſoul, than the 


good men; that tho“ I alter not my notion of 


the thing itſelf, I ſhall always be milder in my 


cenſures of the men, whom I can't but charge | 
with! it. Ang 8 ee thaw e how m. | 


* 
| tural 
* , * 8 0 * * * L Ka ? 1 
1 — 1 : 5 A ? A 
A 4 


0 
n Curr » 
rabbit is to men to abuſs powerg Murd the in this 
mY judgment: chat tis the wiſdom, and for the hap- 
pPineſs of any government, never to give any one 
iet of men a power to tyrannize over another; 
for I verily believe we can't anſwer for any men, 
that when 1 : ors, ſ uch a N they wil 
vot ule it. e 
iy Trar: 100 may be Ae prumdotisg ; 
ene give no incouragement to evil reports. 
Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out. ſo where 
there is no tale-beaver the ſtrife ceaſeth. But the 
= | words of a tale-bearer are as wounds, and they go 
EE down to the innermof parts of the belly, Prov. xxvi. 
an. here fs ee more deſtructive to 
=: peace; than ſuch kind of men; and if we will 
indulge ourſelves in their practice, We muſt cer- 
.in be chargable in ſome meaſure with the di- 
viſions that are the conſequences. Common 
fame is a very uncertain foundation for men to 
reſt on, in ſpreading reports to their neighbours 
diſadvantage; but let the reports be ever ſo true, 
the ſpreading of them many times only tends to 
1 exaſperate and ſtir up ſtrife ; whereas the ayoid- 
: ing rhe practice ourſelves, and the diſcouraging 
it in others, is the way to promote peace. Had 
we been ſo happy as to have more generally 
talen this courſe, our preſent diviſions un 
never have riſen to that height they have. 
1 4. Br ſure to love all good men, let them ib | 
3 ber ever ſo much from you. This is the ready 
way to preſerve our innocence; for men will be 


3 very 8 e e divide ſrom thoſe, 
1 N whom 
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whom 8 love ang honour: And 
doubtleſs we are obliged to love all thoſe, WhO 
love our Lord Feſus Chriſt: in ſincerity, and evi- 
dence it b wy walking according to the rule 
of the goſpel. Whatever mens ſentiments maß 
be concernibg ſome ſpeculative and controverted 
points or co ing modes of worſhip; yet 
; true p piety: and 60dneſs x are always to be prized 
and valued!. A good man under any denomina- 
tion ſhould be cordially loved ;'for as he that fart 
| God and words vighteouſheſs in every nation, and o- 
very party: ix actepted of Cod; ſo there can be no 
juſt reaſon why he ſhould * e 2 
men. mae 33 0... 31811 * 
a Beben des divifions rh tis not in pot | 
power to prevent: This I hope we all unfeigned» 
Iy do. I am ſure nothing is more grievous: to 
me, . to fee: what T do this day; Which "I 
ſhould never: have been, could I haye hindar'd 
it. But we can be anſwerable only for ourſelves, 
and if others Will ſeparate:us from their. company. if 
our brethren; will caſt us off. as that is the caſes 
we muſt ſubmit; but our ſubmiſſion ought to 
be attended with great grief and trouble. Di- 
viſions are ſo diſhonourablę and fatal to religion, 
chat no chriſtian ſhould ever behold them, and 
much leſs; ſhould be a party, tho an innocent 
one, in them, without a une ſpirit, ah an 
| aking heart. 
6. W NIN diviſions. e A; do all 
rhat is conſiſtent with _ and: your een 
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cevil in themſelves, and the ſight of them dughit 
to be moſt afflictive ; ſo nothing ſhould. be more 
pleaſing: to us, than to: have a hand in mak» 
ing them up. Bleſſed are the. peace-makers, May 
og Happyvis the man, who can he a means 
of compoſing differences among neighbours, and 
in priyate families; but much more. happy is he, 
vho contributes to the repairing the breaches 
made in the church. We muſt, never ſacrifice 
truth, nor acknowledge any, beſide our Saviour, 
to have an authority over our conſciences in, 
matters of religion. Wheneyer men Will break 
in upon either of theſe, or fer up any other 
| ſtandard. in religion than the revelation out great 
maſter has left us, we muſt be true to him, let 
who will be offended; and they muſt anſwer for 
all the bad conſequences of the difference, who 
Will not agree with us upon ſuch terms. And 

Twill here upon this occaſion moſt ſolemnly pro- 
feſs this to be my reſolution: That by God's 
help no reſentment of any indignity I have met 
with, nor a concern for any worldly intereſt, ſhall 
keep me from harkening: to counſels of peace, or 
from "embracing any, I will not ſay reaſonable, 
burt even tolerable offers. There is no breach in 
the church of God, which I would not gladly 
make up, by parting with wo. N Mw 

| yore CONfcience. ©. 
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Fey ele been miſtakbm ebneerhing yd I dj 
Bot Tpaak now" of the body of the people 3 fr 
tis is, Pihiank' God; "the ned of u very Nie, and 
many five bean Ment and paſſive in it: büt ! 
ſpeulk With reltrit to theft ftr; who, th&"we — 
en comfend neither the juſtice nor che tighte- 4 
Sade f en procdeditigs, we hve Trafo tö | 
ceſteem as göbd men and fellow chriftfans. Tod 
Are Wealolis t6 alſtrr and muintain ycur HBerty; ö 1 
Jon de well ; "rivtoo'valtiable a tHihg 70 be ea 1 
3 Ry ani Wiel abandon db: hut abuſe tot f 
ty RAR Ter yup t before” fein bega | 
bee nen fer unteſs you" are circumfpecH AH 
cautious in your hole eonverſationg Jou will | 
\ ftrengtliert the prejudices of ſuch as ar eaſed 
with yet and procure ac great deal of eredit to 
their hardl ſpeeches cor g ö ee 116 | 
S. Sb Aas ſoftly ad- teHdcrIy of fol wh 
| have made this ſad breath; a8 your O neceffu- 
ry Vindichtiom will dllov 3 and by a mid) meek, 
and gertle carriage labout to oel and ſof- 
ten ſuch as are angey with you Whar a noble 
example Hab Gur Saviour ſet us of ſuch à car- 
N nage? And ſince we proſeſs ourſelves his diſci- 
ples, let us labour to follow it. Pis indeed very 
jut and reaſonable, chat ſuch as are iafdt d and 
1 have the liberty of aſſerting 
their ihnocenee, and ſhewing where ehe faul 


way Bes, But notwithſthnding this our veg. 
on ſhould teach us not to give why/t0'pallionate. 
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elpegially,grear- reaſan,, With the urmolt mode= = 
tion, has ug may hem ag able to account; for 
our 'conduft in the apoſtle s words, as I. am ſure 
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neſs and patience yon may work, upon them, 
which you. are nęver like to do by the con- 


- krary courſe. You. know, 10 are requir d to 
love your enemies, and much more ought you 


ly enem ies to _ but only to } ſomewhat 


they fancy to be 
noble rule, my hre 


gaog ;, let us behave, ouxſelxes, a8 we hate now 


we, are for gur preſent circumſtances: Heing re- 
_ Viled, we bleſs : being perſecuted, e ale er it. leing 


deſamed, we imreat, 1 Cor. iv. 12, 13. Nor 


can the word defamed be counted too, harſh for 


God only knows: but this I am very ſure of, 


dhe Worſnip of God, yield the greateſt. eaſe and 


ſatisfaction 3 the mind, and. * mn —_—_— 7 


in che ficht; of God. 0 en 
9. Lair no diviſions tl yew: to dike) uncon- 


avid 9 . in which all chri- © - 


1 


Haas 


- to love your fr friends; and ſuch after all vou muſt | 
take them to be, believing they E not real> 


chat till keep the heart in the beſt temper for 


amiſs in yu. We have a 
2 :thr n, let us then, endeavour 
to lixe up. to it: let us at zender evil fir evil 5 
letus not be overcome of #vih; hue guercame cuil with 


our caſe, ho are made as the filth of, the world, 
and the aff-ſeouring. of all bing. Whether ſuch 

a moderate and peaceable behaviour ſhall, have 
th deſir d effect, to xeſtore peace among ye i 5 
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ws muſt neceſfari be apreec 4 bat k that 
ſtill at. heart. ps 'tourſe men vans 
o fir s de {he them kale it their ende awo t6 
pPiteach Uri 5 oſpel, : and propagate his religion 
m the World, let us ſhew ourſtlves<plead,” and 
ieartily wifh them facteſs,' and malte it out = 
* ferverit prayer; that God would türm even this 
to the fürthlerance of the goſpel. God over 
ruſed Se. Pants troubles, and made thein ſerve 
lend às he tells us in his Epßfle to the 
Ppinppfam ; "where he ſpeaks alſo of {ſomewhat 
ſo very like to out preſent caſe,” and has ſet us 
ſuch a noble example of the diſpoſition! Tam now 
_ recommending, that I cannot bur defi re you to 
take ſpecial hotice of itt Phil i. 12. But I wou,j 
ye ſbould underſtand, brerbren, that the things which 
happen d unto me, have fallen out rather ume tb 
furtherance of: the goſpel ſo that ny bonds un Chriſt 
are maniſeſt in the palace," aud in othet a; 
and many of the rerhren uh Lord waxing confident 
ny bond, are much more bold 10. ſpen the'word. 
without fear. Some. indevd\ preach Chi eben 
_ envy and ſtrife; and ſome ulſo F good will. 11e 
one preach Chriſt of contention not fincetely; ſap 
fofing to add affliction 10 my bonds ': but the other. 
| of love; knowing that 7 am ſit for the defents'of "the: , * 
' Lofpel.” What then? nituiiſtauding every way, 
whether in pretence; or in truth, Chriſt i⸗ preach'dy 
and I therei in 1. . nnn And 
therefore, l KA 43 MIN 153 
"ro. Wars you hine'# yood" Ehnkciohgs = 
Nevin done your duty, and endeavour'd W _ 
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1 e c r and bela 95 
Von, et y qu are 9h Alone, if the, Father is 
Wich yon Nor are you. fingular, in he treat-. 
ment 8 „In like manner wWerg the 
prophets and apoſties uſed befe len. 3 
Vere men more 1051 . e chan 5 
polices, ho yer mers gormble-20.link — + | 
with all: chey were pot only  perſeguted.-by, the 
Kies but by the eme, to hom they paid 
particular reſpect, and with whom they endea- 
wur d tg maintain a c munion in their wor 
ſhip. :: There is nothing therefore. now befalls us, ; 
but. hat has been common: to chriſtians, in the 
bieſt times of the eingch,:: Nay, we 2 
w arg by Cf to expect. ſuch uſage s and 
we has provided corfurt for his people under it 
Ia vi 20. Bleſſed: ape. je when men ſbal hate 
Da and, ſeparat 3 f their company, and 
Ful geproach god, aud caſt out your name t evil, 

Ar the fon of mars lakes: Rejaice. ge in that day, 
andleap for joy d fn Leid, lou reward i6:greet 
in bbenvn for in lil uaquner 8 . 
eber, L. bur ta gie no occafion.;. hut i 
ocbaſiom be taken where "#5 mot Bivenviand years 
Sr the Namen Cbriſt. {becauſe v 
band up for his king) Power and, authority] 

. edlitz.your, ſalves 1apgy.; Jer the lnirit of glory, and 
God reſteth-upon ett. no Aud. of, at man Haller 
at a chriſtian, let him not be aſpamed ; but, let. him. 
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tp add one tent more, , as well, ſuired to your 
_ preſent circumitances..: La. Xlvi, 5. Hear the 
und, the Tard, pg dber tremble at Bit word ; you! 
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4 bal appear ee 4 e * als + ab" 7 vor e 
the ueceſsfulncſs of. our endea- 


wo our s diſcourage you, from. chens the things 
peace 8 others, take. cs care as profercs. it amans | 
yourſelves... Take heed of any thing, that has 
tho leaſt tendenc to beget jea and. | 
dies; for bebald (and indeed you-have. f 2 ic) bow 
Seat 4 ratte, & little fire kindleth,, Jam. iii. Fe pat! 
care d 1 75 e 


our. " preſent. c. A drr th Hat r che ſpirit of 
impoſition and. — ae will hereby be. ren- 
der d more odious *Tis much eaſier to perceive. 
the evil of ſuch a ſpirit in others, than in our- 


ſalves. | We haye ſeen and condemn d it in others, 8 


who, we. hope will take this opportunity. to ob- 
| ph what it is in thoſe. who. differ from them. 
Wa our, 758 ſuffering, ſhall. help forward 
| $f oy it's ſo. ſeryipeable to x nd, will bean 
| abundant; recompence to us eyen in chis world. ds 
usr add, ſomething here, with reference, 
| do the reproaches which with, greats zeal and li. 
orig are caſt upon us. Jou ſee how 1 induſtri- 
To We ei . 197.52 us, be⸗ 


W x cauſe 


Hiſt, eber becatiſe 
it ſo And pet; Kue ue 'Þ Ns 
ning, 1 belege chere s not 


: know not why they ſhould"quieſtion ar 
when we aſſure 1 
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dns Töulf among us 


that eve? ĩmagin d Arrius v fied for us. e 


e were no more ape d 
Arius, than tliey were into tliat 
% Samoſathiiis,i Of" ro m3. 
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, wenn no this irh the Kalt de efiy 


F like hin | 


rer that ar they; 40 cal 
may have their ſufferance and perin 


7 have no other name Hd u on üs, 5 tha a J Rav - 
bo ier ng Would to God 
that one name, which was firſt given to the diſs 


ciples at Antioch; might alone be heard among 
us, and make all the odjous names of diſtincion 


to be quite loſt and forgoten. {know not what 
ſatisfaction they have at pteſent id their uſage | 


of us: but T can't think they will find much 
cauſe to applaiid rhemſelves for it, when they 
come ſedately to compare it with St. Paul's AH. 
courſe to the Corinthians.” T7 am miſtaken, if he 
that condemned them for ſaying,” I am of Pa 
an ef Apollos, and 1 . Oephas n 


thought to have approv'd of their twiting * ank 


reproaching one another, To are of Paul, and 
„ of ee e e of Cephas. TIR 
natural to ſuppoſe there was. ome what of is 
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nature among de: they! Welck not any WP” 
F 1 | them - 


Darren 31 
wen an gen agithey did, in one of their | 
—_— ——_— others and this. * 
think, he plainly. ,cpough hipts-;and-.condemns', 
in his exprefion, of: their being puffed up for 
one againſt. anon | . 0 of f „ . 
AND, whyſhquld we, I pray, be. denoming- 1 
| red from, An Did we -gven, pratelsany. par. 
ticular veneration or him 8. 
nay 10 ve not moſt poſitively deny, chat we 
haue reed our opinion from him ? How 
8 olten haye ;We.:deny'd-;our belief of the diſtinc: ; 
rive opinion of Hxius? Is there any one afler- 
tion of the ſcriptures: that Ws Rick at ? If there 
pes let it be» produced, and the world will ſoon 
Havel a ſatisfaction. If they will charge us with 
holding any opinions, becauſe they fancy them 
to be rhe genuine conſequences of what we do 
di let them remember we are chargable 
with ono other conſequences, than ſuch as we 
ourſelves; acknowledge to be genuine. If they 
are diſpleas d with us, becauſe, ve will not de- 
claro our aſſent to the reſts which they propoſe, 
in their own, and not in ſeripture words; we 
menen eee that tho; we ſcruple 
wority, yet the reaſon hy we do ſo is 
Ps we, in our poor judgmevts, apprehend 
the owning it: would. be ee 9" Is 
* thority-of Gln, er i ii ads yon gat” © 
1h ſhort, We glory not in men, 5 ox 


he pretend. 
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we Veoh Woe ſet up in of 
but are read) to receive all 
join Wiel all ſo far as theft 
blelto the ſucred rule; aH according 1 
A we'deffle th ider D OW 5chuo!7 
Bars Nds - been artfully inflivvdted;! thar our de- 
is Rete to preach ſpechlative poitits, 
id to tathih new — nemrungs fe relf- 
nion; than which nothing is farther from our 
intentions Foul can'dv bur D., that owas 
nober ui bbw among. yu to entertain my 
auditors witho abſtruſe mutters of ſpoculation of 
any kind and Twas" a mere That ordinery | 
{mportunity; that prevailid with me rwice only 
0 treat of ſuch. And Thavemueh ſatistactiem 
min looking'baok upon ny | 

_ prea bing, Which vas ben dene — 4 


fon n er, wage my alteration in -thar noſpeck | 
Ad therefore as we dreaded the diviiiono be- 
fore it was made, and were very willing do have 
gone on in che way in which] Were; ſo we 
profeſs we haven intention to alter our preach- 
"ing, now the diviſion is made, \\ſuppofing/ that 
it ſhould never be healed” P declare; I ſet hot 
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whodonr invade my chriſtian. liberty nor to 
to teach any other religion, than that” which 
Vas from che beginning! and which; 1 Hate 
taught all along from my firſt coming, When uni 
nung were moſt ace ep table. 
WI are far from envying 40h han nis 16 
er 
 himfelf that worſhip, which he eſteems to be 
moſt agreeable to the” chriſtian rule and moſt = 
5 y wit ve culrivate ia good correſperiderice 
Virh all ſerious chriſtians And as We danse: 
ver think ſuch with be offended with "worſhip - 
ordered according to the ſeriptures ;' ſo: We Thall 
_ -always$\ rejoice in their 'concuitencs, however 
they mays in nice ſpeculatiors, or d6ubtfii 
e r N from us, or or from one ano- 
BA 1 CANNOT upon PE forbear ex- 
preſſing the joy that I have had, in what has 
been lately done in the nation. I mean the 
happy ſtep that was taken towards the making | 
peace, and the opening a way for chriſtians with 
more ſatisfaction to unite. I could never be 


5 22 that there A 4 wall of ſepara- Do 


2 cor 6 ray 8 2 it taken down, - 
#painſt ' occaſional 


ope this would be 
= in | Dis —4 but I am ſorry 
a: find any who long w £ ee that down, ſo 
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E- bn, offits „ „ e Thin as ä 
Wir Sen Peace and love, Who has 
ET der daftir ion, wer to prevent this ſopara- 
tion; but has. by! his providence. made us t 

| fire iomplero? it, which s-like, fear, on 
ſollawed with: more bene, 


| male ust noble ee of peace „chat inus 
. world -mey::{68;rhow-poſbble;. how. enſy, 
—_— r 
5  denominetions bo Ergen, wheſe unhappy:1diſtine = 
ions, ard to bear uith! one another ia, lite | 
| | ; matters that from: aur o example they may | 
. Jesu, if it be the ill oh. God, to hold eu. 
3 aft al evi, in hene Peace. M ue n 101) 


1 0 28 5 cot 10 eu mon 298th" 3 3 
. 2 W Gf e * Nn TA A 
. . , EA R ; Neg of 31457 gas | 4 


60 2600 18 
| ar ava f isn ST ot” 5 0 Tal 00 
e dilam ort 2b > #07 ade any, 28% 41 ago 
1 214 eta zd ac wav A tittisqa ani bee 9257 "20 
1 99 en Bud * l G7 ede Sacre 


21173 3 e 


1 4 i CY ove 4 
. Bikavs it 
„ 1 2 * 


PR 


'. 


5 
= F % 
* * > © * 
* 
& * * 4 
* - 
* — 


, - P. % 4 FP 


. If y % X 
"Pit PI ſanie Aut hot 
-« E Ro IS A F Ku _— 
= Ip „„ "ka on 885 010i oo DBg 1 


Vindieaebn of che Dinner in Anſ- 
Defence of the Doc - 


trine = Diſcipline: of pes Church of | England. 


Joitliree Parts. 1zConcainin Thes#L;/tayof. Non- 
2 ＋ b rning!-Diſci 
Church © a 3. Conce Diſciplin 
and\Maderof H/orftip.: The Secohd Edition 8. 
dl. An Uſeful Mimiſtrys a. Malid ohe: Beings 
Sermon prrachꝭ d at Exon, MI 1514. ⁰ 
Meeting of tlie United: Miniſters of Dew? and 
agel The Forth Edit. 82 Price 6. 
III. Presbyterian. Ordination Proud r 


cond: Edit. 8 Price 6d. — 2 
AAN. A Defense of the Diſſenting M 


| and Presbyterian Ordination; being an Anfwer 5 
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validity of the Difjpnting Miniftry. ; the other, The - 


Rational and Moral Conduct of W. Peirce, exa- 
a Ke. Part E. $v0; Jed6-iges = 
V. A SFence'dF the. Piſſe ing Mini y, 


Presbyterian Ordination. Part II. — an 
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Peirce n min d, & c. 8b. Price 1 s.'67 


„VI. A Petter to Dr. Benners Oeca lien d by His 
late Trratiſe concerning the Naufunns S parat ian. 


vs The Second Edition. 8. Price 6 d. 
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Anſwer to the two laſt Chapters of the Pam 31 
; phles, intituled, The Rational and Moral Conduct 
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